THE   BISTORT   OF  SPIRITUALISM

comes to grief in Weston, W. Na., writes upon slates
which lie upon his knees under the table, and moves
tables and chairs with his toes." Observers in an
adjoining room, looking through the crevice under the
door saw these feats of agility being performed by the
medium, though those present in the room with him
were unaware of them. There seems, however, to
have been in this as in other cases, occurrences which
bore the appearance of fraud, and Spiritualists were
among those who denounced him. At a subsequent
public performance for " Direct Spirit Writing " in
the Justice Hall, Weston, Mr. E. S. Barrett, described
as a " Spiritualist/' came forward and explained how
Slade's imposture had been detected. Slade, who was
asked to speak, appeared dumbfounded, and could
only say, according to the report, that if his accusers
had been deceived he had been equally so, for if the
deceit had been done by him, it had been without his
consciousness.

Mr. J. Simmons, Slade's business manager, made a
frank statement which seems to point to the operation
of ectoplasmic limbs, as years later was proved to be
the case with the famous Italian medium, Eusapia
Palladino. He says: " I do not doubt that these
gentlemen saw what they assert they did; but I am
convinced at the same time that Slade is as innocent
of what he is accused of as you (the editor) yourself
would have been under similar circumstances. But I
know that my explanation would have no weight in a
court of justice. I myself saw a hand, which I could
have sworn to be that of Slade, if it had been possible
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